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season of music to our community.
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Regional venues:

Adults $40 ($30 advance)
Seniors (65+) $30 ($25 advance)

Students $10 at all times
Kimmel Center: $30 - $75
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A Thrilling Musical ExperienceA Thrilling Musical Experience
Concert Season 39Concert Season 39  continues exciting classical music continues exciting classical music live performances live performances for allfor all  

Bach Fest
Camerata Ama Deus • Chamber Orchestra
Valentin Radu, piano
Sep 14 7 pm St Katharine of Siena Church, Wayne

Vivaldissimo
Camerata Ama Deus • Baroque Chamber Orchestra
Oct 11 7:30 pm St Martin-in-the-Fields, Chestnut Hill
Oct 12 7 pm St Katharine of Siena Church, Wayne

Mozart Coronation Mass + Symphony 40 
Ama Deus Ensemble • Soloists, Chorus & Orchestra
Nov 7 7:30 pm Kimmel Center, Philadelphia

Handel Messiah
Ama Deus Ensemble • Soloists, Chorus & Baroque Orchestra
Dec 5 7 pm St Mark’s Church, Philadelphia
Dec 7 4 pm Daylesford Abbey, Paoli
Dec 19 7 pm Cathedral Basilica of Sts Peter & Paul, Philaelphia
Dec 21 4 pm St Katharine of Siena Church, Wayne

Renaissance Noël
Vox Renaissance Consort • Voices & Period Instruments
Dec 13 7:30 pm St Martin-in-the-Fields, Chestnut Hill 
Dec 14 4 pm Great Hall, Bryn Mawr College

Beethoven Emperor
Ama Deus Ensemble • Symphony Orchestra
Peter Donohoe, piano
Jan 23 7:30 pm Kimmel Center, Philadelphia

Winter Soirée
Peter Donohoe, piano
Jan 25 4 pm Church of the Good Samaritan, Paoli

VoxAmaDeus.org • 610.688.2800VoxAmaDeus.org • 610.688.2800
EnsembleArtsPhilly.org • 215.893.1999EnsembleArtsPhilly.org • 215.893.1999
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MARK GALDO  
Ceramic Tile & Flooring  

Visit our Showroom 
92 E. Baltimore Ave. 
Lansdowne, PA 19050

FREE ESTIMATES 

610-259-0438

Importer & distributor of slate, stone, 
glass, mosaics, ceramic, porcelain, 

vinyl, carpet, linoleum, laminate, 
hardwood, and installation products.  
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Sunday, December 7, 2025 – 3:00 pm             
Upper Darby High School Theater  

Reuben Blundell, Conductor 

 Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra

Erik Wolfgang Korngold (1897-1957) –  
Overture to The Snowman (1906)  

Radie Britain (1899-1994) – Infant Suite,  
3 Movements for Small Orchestra (1934) 

I. The Infant 
II. Berceuse 

III. Toy Parade  
Jonathan Allentoff – Chanukah Festival Medley 

Frederick Delius (1862-1934) – Sleigh Ride (1890)  
Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-93) – Nutcracker Suite No. 1 (1892) 

Characteristic Dances 
Waltz of the Flowers  

Leroy Anderson (1908-75) – Sleigh Ride (1946) 
 

INTERMISSION 
 

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-47) – Christus (1848) 
There Shall a Star Chorus  

Craig Courtney (b. 1948) – Let There Be Light (a capella)  
Ola Gjeilo (1978) – Tundra (2011)  

Regney & Shayne – Do You Hear What I Hear? (1962)  
(arr. Emily Crocker and Leavitt)  

George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) – Messiah (1742) 
Hallelujah Chorus 

 
This concert sponsored in part through a  

generous grant from the Scholler Foundation. 
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Personnel 

 VIOLIN 1   
Joy Baxter, Concertmaster   

Eiko Ogiso Reingewirtz,  
Associate Principal   

Jon Chang 
Mary Kate Durnan 

Henry Feinstein 
Laura Hammons  
Steve Kadlecek  

Eden Kainer  
Joe Kushick   
William Lai 

Amy Van Rossum   
Steve Salchow 
Eugenio Torres 

  
VIOLIN 2   

Mira Olson, Principal  
Tamsin Fast, Associate 

Principal  
Katrina Christoforidis 
Dorothea DiGiovanni  

Deanna George 
Cecelia Lawyer 

Annmarie Marchesani   
Rebecca Mills 
Janice Nieves 
David Shapiro 
Elsa Stanger 

Mariga Temple-West 
 

CELLO   
Ashley Borders, Principal   

Javin Bose 
Susan Clayton    
Geoffrey Hale 
Natalie Keller 
Susan Kohn 

Paul Leufkens  
Beily Street   

David Webber   
Donna Wensell 

Laurie Wolfe   
Meredith Zackey 

VIOLA   
Kevin Lawrence, Principal   

Alana Burgess 
Lexie Diallo 
Katie Galt 

Arthur Gutzler   
Stephen Harris   

Joan King  
Tom McCauley 

Stephanie McGrory   
Sophie Rooks   
Dylan Scollon 

Suzanne Stevens   
Cari Sundermeier 

Ashley Vogler   
Peter Wardach 

   
BASS   

Faye Kahmer, Principal   
Steve Clark 

Kurt Kuechlar 
 

FLUTE   
Leslie Clifton, Principal   

Denise Corrigan   
Josie Burri 

  
PICCOLO   

Denise Corrigan  
Josie Burri 

  
OBOE   

Katie Lachance, Principal   
Dawn Evans 
Cyndi Rekos 

 
ENGLISH HORN 

Dawn Evans  
 

CLARINET   
Pamela Rootenberg,  

Principal   
Jeannine Burky  

BASS CLARINET   
Ken Weiner 

  
BASSOON   

Lorraine Jewett, Principal   
Janet Albrycht  

  
CONTRABASSOON 

Kat Swift 
  

HORN   
Phillip Runkel, Principal   

Charles Everett 
Courtney Tesh 
Amy Thomas   

 
TRUMPET   

Robert High, Principal   
Kris Alutius  

Jim Thompson   
 

TROMBONE   
Jeremy Cohen, Principal   

Javid Labenski 
  

BASS TROMBONE   
Ernest Lightfoot   

  
TUBA   

Bill Nazzaro 
  

TIMPANI   
Michael Carrier 

  
HARP 

Aaralyn Hunter  
Mia Venezia 

 
PIANO 

Brian Dilts 
 

LIBRARIAN   
Amy Thomas

 
Reuben Blundell, Conductor
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Pet Friendly

At Dunwoody Village, nature is more 

than a backdrop — it’s a way of life. 

Whether you’re an avid gardener, bird 

watcher, photographer, or fervent 

environmentalist, Dunwoody Village’s 

83 acres offer a vibrant, green haven 

just steps from your door. Contact us 

today to find out more. 

A BREATH of 
FRESH AIR



2025-26 Season Contributors 

ANGEL 
Tony Brown 
Nancy Cohn 

Gisela and Herold Klein 
Frank & Shelley Havnoonian 

Judith Gentile 
Elliot Borgman 

Colleen & Fred Schramm 
Everett Ferri & Suzanne Durand 

Virginia & Mark Gavin 
 

CHAMPION 
Marty Von Rosenstiel 
Emily & Robert White 

David Ackerman 
Glenn Sickenberger 

Lillian Mittleman 
Michael & Sally Coll 

Robert Stanley 
Jim Thompson 

 
PATRON 

Helen Marcarelli 
John & Gloria Carpenter 

Joseph & Carol Wank 
Rosemary & Joseph Baratta 

Reuben Blundell 
Norman & Jacqueline Janes 

Gardiner Rigg 
Janet Boas 

Susan O'Hagan 
Marietta Dunn 

Rose Marie Redheffer 
Mary Kay & Bill Bowden 

Lawrence DiBello 
Harry & Dorothy Dietzler 

Caryl Carpenter 

Karen Cupit 
Albert & Bernadette Domenick 

Laurence Reynolds 
James & Wendy Schmid 
Lorraine & Michael Bury 

Roy & Christina Mills 
Thomas Hurster & Jacqueline Salmon 

Steve Michalson 
Glen Marshall 

Kenneth & Linda Romanowski 
Laura Hammons 

 
BENEFACTOR 

Ellen Lustgarten 
Janice Barnett 

Albert & Viola Federico 
Madeline Scurria 

Victoria Denny 
Kathleen Moffa 

Rae Asbridge & Kellie Bowker 
Henry & Yumi Scott 

 
CONTRIBUTOR 
Linda Sheehan 

Andrew Saul 
Terry Baraldi 
Eleanor Duffy 

Carolyn Houghton 
Linda DiMeo 
Fran Schultz 

Jane Rozmiarek 
Carol Rozmiarek 

Lawrence & Bernadette Geller 
Ann Abbott 
Ed Warner 

Arlene Ducomb 
Eileen Bradley
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Lansdowne Borough 
proudly supports the 

Lansdowne Symphony 
Orchestra’s 

2025-2026 Season 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank the orchestra for 
bringing the beauty of music to 
Lansdowne Borough residents 

and the surrounding 
communities.



WE’RE AROUND  

THE CORNER.

AND ALWAYS IN YOURS.

At WSFS Bank, we’re always there for you. 
In our offices and in the communities we serve. 
That’s why we’re proud to support the 
Lansdowne Symphony.

Here’s to a successful season!

WSFSBANK.COM  / 1.888.WSFSBANK

©2018 Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB
Member FDIC | NMLS #417673

Lois Cook 

Vice President, Retail Office Manager 

Lansdowne Banking Office 

610-359-6945 

lcook@wsfsbank.com
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Music Director and Conductor

Reuben Blundell 

Music Director Reuben Blundell grew up in 
Melbourne, Australia, and his violin studies saw him 
serve as a concertmaster for the New World 
Symphony under Michael Tilson Thomas and at 
Tanglewood, before earning a doctorate in conducting 
from Rochester’s Eastman School of Music with 
Professor Neil Varon.  

This will be Blundell’s 12th season with the 
Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra, a period that has 
seen performances in Delaware County and at the 
Kimmel Center, and work with luminaries including David Kim, Charlotte Blake 
Alston, and Debra Lew Harder. The orchestra’s first two CDs, in collaboration with 
the Fleisher Collection, garnered glowing international reviews in Britain's 
Gramophone magazine and other international journals. A published editor, his 
critical editions of the Symphonies of Joseph Bologne, the Chevalier de Saint-
Georges, were published by Artaria and recorded for Naxos by the Czech Chamber 
Philharmonic with Michael Halázs. He is in his 12th year directing  the Riverside 
Orchestra in New York. He also serves as an Assistant Conductor for Howard 
Shore's Lord of the Rings in Concert, and made his concert conducting debut last 
season in Ottawa in The Two Towers. 

As an educator, Dr. Blundell has focused on orchestral development within higher 
education settings. These have included Orchestra Master Classes for high school 
students in other countries, as faculty at Millersville University (PA), Hunter College 
(NYC), and at Trinity School (NYC)  He has taught in Iraq and Lebanon for the State 
Department's American Voices program, and at Millersville University (PA), Hunter 
College (NYC) and Hofstra University (NY) He continues to teach at Trinity School in 
NYC, where his orchestral students have successfully competed in national 
competitions.
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For ALL Your Household Needs



 
812 N Lansdowne Avenue  

Drexel Hill, PA 19026 
 
 

View our menu at caseysdh.com

Your Neighborhood Spot for 
Comfort Food, Local Vibe



Discover DelCo’s Newest Culinary Hotspot!

 Step into Backstage, where Chef Dan Brodeur
brings bold flavors and creative flair to every plate.
Enjoy a thoughtfully curated selection of craft beers,
local wines, and premium spirits — perfectly paired

with mouthwatering appetizers, sandwiches, 
and unforgettable entrées.

Hungry? Thirsty? Curious?
 It’s time to go Backstage.

WHERE DO YOU GO
AFTER THE SHOW?

22 N Lansdowne Ave.
Lansdowne, PA 19050

BackstageTap.com
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Program Notes 

Erik Wolfgang Korngold – Overture to The Snowman (1906) 

Child prodigy Erich Wolfgang Korngold came from a Viennese musical family, and 
Mahler, Strauss and others recognized his talent at a young age.  His ballet-
pantomime The Snowman was premiered at the Vienna Court Opera, with 
orchestration by his teacher Anton von Zemlinsky, when he was 11! 

In the late 1930s, a visit to Los Angeles to compose for a Warner Brothers 
Midsummer Night’s Dream film, then a film score for The Adventures of Robin Hood 
starring Errol Flynn, became a one-way trip following Nazi Germany’s Anschluss 
(invasion of Austria).  Composer of many other “swashbuckling” film scores, his 
works also include a fair number of chamber pieces, opera, and the violin concerto, 
which is part of the “adventurous-but-not-obscure” repertoire. 

 

Radie Britain  – Infant Suite, 3 Movements for Small Orchestra (1934) 
Radie Britain’s life was remarkably unconventional compared to many of her 
composer contemporaries. Her childhood was spent on her family’s Texas ranch – 
and she would later play up her Texas roots – and she showed early talent in music. 
Succeeding in persuading her parents to support her through successive music 
degrees, she argued that there was no harm in them since they couldn’t lead to a 
career, leading to studies in Texas, Arkansas, Chicago and Europe! Meanwhile, her 
oeuvre (much of which is now housed in the Fleisher Collection in Philadelphia) 
grew to include massively ambitious and profound music of great scale such as her 
“Cosmic Mist” symphony, or “Light,” tone poem (inspired by Edison’s inventions), 
which the orchestra will perform later this season – they ended up in the Fleisher 
because of her association with the Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
orchestras, particularly in Los Angeles – the orchestra in Los Angeles first performed 
this piece, dedicated to her infant daughter, in 1934. She described the first 
movement as “toddling… waving in all directions…” and quotes the poet Lord 
Byron describing the beauty of the sleeping child. For Toy Parade, she writes “The 
array of toys, animals, dolls, wagons, trains, etc. appear in all parts of the house. The 
day is set alive as they start formation for the land of Make Believe.” 

 

 
by Reuben Blundell

continued >
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Looking out your window is more fun for  
everyone when the window is Stained Glass

Advancing  
the Business,  
Professional, 
and Civic  
Interests of  
the Community
Shoplansdowne.com 
and proudly support  
LBPA members who 
support local causes.

HAVE A BUSINESS?  
Join us at our monthly Second Tuesday events!
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Program Notes 

Jonathan Allentoff – Chanukah Festival Medley  

I first met Jonathan in Rochester in 2007 when the Brighton Symphony had me 
conduct their holiday concert. He was their (teenage) concertmaster, and had 
produced several of the arrangements, including this one. He’s stayed in the 
Rochester area, becoming a mainstay of education (through the Eastman 
Community Music School) and Hillel school, and finishing several degrees in the 
meantime: his Masters thesis was entitled “The Positive Cultural Impact of 
Community Orchestras,” and his expansive associations in the world of teaching, 
music publishing, and service to the musical community match his tireless and 
energetic approach! 

This short medley includes the songs I Have a Little Dreidle, Mi Y'malel, Chanukah 
O Chanukah, and Maoz Tsur (Rock of Ages). 

 

Frederick Delius – Sleigh Ride (1890) 

One of two Sleigh Rides on this afternoon’s program, this one predates Leroy 
Anderson’s by 56 years, and was published alongside “Summer Evening,” another 
Delius tone poem we’ll play in our May concert. 

Delius grew up in Yorkshire, but his parents were recent expatriates from Germany 
and maintained a strong connection with their home country and figures such as 
the violinist Joseph Joachim. After some musical studies, failed efforts (by his 
parents) to tempt him into business, and a period of musical and personal self-

Pepper Pharmacy  
Friendly • Reliable • Fast Service 

Delivery Available • Most Insurance Accepted 
 

Elizabeth Harmer, Manager 
pepperrx@gmail.com  

197 E. Plumstead Ave. 
Lansdowne, PA 19050 

 

610-626-4941

continued >
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Program Notes 

discovery in Paris, he moved to Germany in his late 20s, where his music began to 
have some success – this piece would be popular around this time of year, and with 
its sleigh bells and memorably cheerful melody, would go on to become a light 
classic, especially after Sir Thomas Beecham (in England) began championing 
Delius’s music. 

 

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky – Nutcracker Suite No. 1 (1892) 

In the E.T.A. Hoffmann story, the young Clara Stahlbaum receives a gift from her 
godfather (also a magician), in the form of a nutcracker doll with the appearance of 
a prince, at a Christmas party. After midnight, with nearly everyone asleep, the doll 
assumes its real form – a prince – and and Clara aids him in defeating the mouse 
king who had threatened to take over the house. 

Except for the March (from the early party), Tchaikovsky’s Suite comprises 
selections from the Second Act, in the Prince’s Land of Sweets, where they journey 
before Clara returns home.  A sequence of dances represents the exotic lands to 
which The Sugarplum Fairy welcomes them (she had ruled in the prince’s absence), 
and there are other dances, and the Waltz of the Flowers. 

Tchaikovsky interrupted the ballet’s composition for a lucrative journey to conduct 
and perform for Carnegie Hall’s opening in New York, and in Philadelphia, 

continued >

LANSDOWNE EYE ASSOCIATES 
MICHAEL B. MAIZEL, OD 

Board Certified in the Treatment  
of Ocular Disease 

24 East Baltimore Avenue 
Lansdowne, PA 19050 

LansdowneEye.com 
(610) 623-1127 

lansdowneeye20@gmail.com 

PRIMARY EYE CARE • CONTACT LENSES
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Program Notes  

Baltimore and Washington.  On his way, in Paris, he heard the newly invented 
celesta for the first time and wrote his publisher in Berlin: “It’s perfect for the ballet 
that I have to think about in America, but don’t tell Rimsky-Korsakov, because he’ll 
use it before me.”  The instrument’s orchestral debut would indeed be the “Dance of 
the Sugarplum Fairy.” 

 

Leroy Anderson – Sleigh Ride (1946) 

Leroy Anderson was close to home when he went to Harvard as a student in the 
twenties - he was born in Cambridge to Swedish immigrant parents. Serving during 
the Second World War, his linguistic skills led to his heading the Pentagon’s 
Scandinavia Military Intelligence desk. However, he earned his musical fame for his 
lifelong association with the Boston Pops. For the Boston Pops and Arthur Fiedler, 
its conductor, Anderson’s pieces included Bugler’s Holiday, Fiddle-Faddle, 
Syncopated Clock, and The Typewriter. Anderson often conducted the orchestra in 
his works, but for The Typewriter, he would pretend to type while the orchestra 
played along with a percussionist at the eponymous typewriter sound! Ironically, 
Sleigh Ride was written in a July 1946 heatwave, at the Anderson summer home 
near New Haven, CT. 

�  Quality Vac �

610-284-5643
40 North Union Avenue • Lansdowne

VAC

VACUUM 
SALES & 
SERVICE

EXPERT  
REPAIRS

continued >
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Program Notes  

Harry Dietzler 
Laura Hammons 
Lorraine Jewett 

Joe Kushick 
William Lai 

Paul P. Leufkens

Eiko Ogiso Reingewirtz 
Glenn Sickenberger 

Stephanie Sun 
Jim Thompson  

Jeannine Webber 
Robert White, MD

LSO Board of Directors 

Mary Kay Bowden, Chair 
Virginia Gavin,  

Vice Chair and Treasurer 
Mary Patterson,  

Corresponding Secretary 
Dorothea DiGiovanni,  
Recording Secretary 

Felix Mendelssohn – Christus (1848) 

The composer of such wonderful chamber music, symphonies, a violin concerto, 
incidental music (A Midsummer Night’s Dream), and one the music directors who, 
from Leipzig, influenced the ways we experience concerts, Mendelssohn also did 
more than anyone to reintroduce the music of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
to concerts. In fact, it’s fair to say that the idea of playing concerts that are a mix of 
new and relatively old music probably comes from Mendelssohn! 

Late in his life, he worked on an oratorio, Christus, unfortunately left unfinished. One 
surviving fragment is this beautiful section for chorus and orchestra, “There shall a 
star come out of Jacob.” The text is derived from a Book of Numbers prophesy, from 
around 1500 BC, towards a leader or messiah. Sung today in the original German, 
the English text reads: 

There shall a star come out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel; 
With might destroying princes and cities. 

Abruptly Mendelssohn changes texture, quoting from Bach’s BWV 436, As bright the 
star of morning gleams. Examining the symbolism of Bach always adds many layers 
– the text Bach used, and the earlier poem and melody from 1599 Philipp Nicolai, 
when centred on the page, forms the shape of a grail or chalice, perhaps binding 
ancient prophecy with the New Testament. (As a descendant of the key Jewish 
scholar Moses Mendelssohn, yet whose family had converted to Lutheranism, 
Mendelssohn was often conscious about linking these faith traditions.) 

continued >



2025-2026 • 85TH SEASON
EMERGING ARTISTS SERIES

TRI-COUNTY

Nov. 9:  Luosha Fang & Arseniy Gusev 

Feb. 4-17: Jordan Dodson & Beomjae Kim

Apr. 19:  Byeol Kim 

LIVE LIVE

LIVE LIVE

Oct. 5:  Trio Gaia 

Jan. 7-20:  Renaissance String Quartet

Mar. 15:  Eleni Katz & 
Llewellyn Sánchez-Werner 

Live concerts at Main Line Unitarian Church in Devon, PA
Sundays at 3 pm • General $25; Seniors $20; Students FREE

Virtual concerts offered for two weeks • Watch when you like, pay what you wish

www.tricountryconcerts.org
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Program Notes 

Craig Courtney – Let There Be Light (a capella) 

A native of Indiana, Craig Courtney began playing the piano at the age of three and 
the cello at the age of eleven. He received a Bachelors and a Masters degree in piano 
performance at the University of Cincinnati, studying piano under Raymond Dudley 
and chamber music under Walter Levin of the LaSalle Quartet. During that time, he 
was a member of the Pi Kappa Lambda Honorary Music Society. (Beckenhorst.) 

 

Ola Gjeilo – Tundra (2011) 

Norwegian composer and pianist Ola Gjeilo moved to New York City in 2001 to 
begin his composition studies at the Juilliard School. He now lives with his wife 
Irene in Laguna Niguel, California. (olagjeilo.com). 

For this song, Gjeilo asked his friend, the poet Charles Anthony Silvestri, to write 
lyrics inspired by photos of Gjeilo’s the Hardangervidda mountain plateau, in the 
mountains between Oslo and Bergen in his native Norway. Accompanied by 
sixteenth notes in a string orchestra with piano, the chorus is divided eight parts 
and features some beautiful high solos. The poetry reads: 

Wide, worn and weathered, 
Sacred expanse 
Of green and white and granite grey; 
Snowy patches strewn, 
Anchored to the craggy earth, 
Unmoving; 
While clouds dance 
Across the vast, eternal sky. 

 

Regney & Shayne – Do You Hear What I Hear? (1962)  

American choral director and arranger Emily Crocker here captures the pastoral 
sense, in “Do You Hear What I Hear?” of the shepherds from the Nativity, along with 
the song’s message of hope for peace. The original version was written by Noël 
Regney and Gloria Shayne in October 1962, at the height of the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

continued >



A full service law firm working in Lansdowne and throughout  
Southeastern Pennsylvania since 1966 to prevent problems and  

resolve legal matters which concern our clients, providing: 
 

Estate Planning • Wills & Trusts • Elder Law Consultations 
Family Law • Negligence • Workers’ Compensation 

Civil and Criminal Represenatation • Business and Tax Planning 
DUI Representation • PFA • Divorce 

 
55 North Lansdowne Avenue 

Lansdowne, PA 19050 
610-623-3445 

 
Joseph W. Bullen III, Esq. 

John R. Walker, Esq. 
 

– In fond memory of Dave & Charlene Hennessy –

Hennessy  
Bullen   
Walker 

– LAW OFFICES – 

Best Wishes to the  
Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra 

for another great season! 
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Program Notes 

It was recorded by Bing Crosby, Whitney Houston, Bob Dylan and Carrie 
Underwood! 

Crocker’s arrangement was originally for piano, and this version was orchestrated 
by Kansas City-based conductor and composer John Leavitt in 2017. It shifts 
delightfully between 6/8 and 4/4 time. 

 

George Frideric Handel – Messiah (1742) 

First performed 1742 in Dublin as a benefit concert Handel’s Messiah remains an 
extremely popular work. Instead of the original version, today we’re following 
Mozart’s addition of trombones and enlarged wind section (for a 1789 performance 
in Vienna), which carried over to 19th Century British editions. 

A German-born composer, Handel found early success in Italy, composing many 
operas, and fluently switching to cantatas whenever the sitting pope would ban 
operas (since opera was considered sinful). Coming to London in 1712, Handel’s 
Italian operas – that is, composed and performed in Italian to an English audience - 
were highly successful. From the late 1730s, as that success gave way to English 
operas by English composers, Handel moved to composing oratorios – dramatic 
biblical texts set for orchestra, chorus, and solos. Several times, he collaborated 
with his close friend Charles Jennens, a wealthy English aristocrat. A very particular 
and stubborn individual (and thus a good match to Handel), he assembled text 
from the King James bible, and the Hallelujah text draws largely from the Book of 
Revelations, about the end of times and the coming of the Messiah – an interesting 
pairing with the earlier prophetic writings of the Mendelssohn! 

The lyrics – which audience members are welcome to sing along, are variously: 

Hallelujah! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. 

The kingdom of this world is become; the Kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ. 

And He shall reign for ever and ever. 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords, for ever and ever, Hallelujah!
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The Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra
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photo by Mark Gavin, November 2025

 
for joining us for 
today’s concert!  

Have a wonderful 
evening and a safe 

drive home.

Thank you





20 N. Lansdowne Avenue 
Lansdowne, PA 19050 

(484) 898-5592 
camelliacoffeehouse.com 

The Painted Tea Cup 
220 S State Rd 
Upper Darby, PA 
610-352-2334

Homemade jams, jellies and  
a fine selection of teas 

 
 ThePaintedTeaCup.com

phillyballroomdancing.com        610-622-0683 

175 North Lansdowne Avenue, Lansdowne PA 19050 

Learn to Dance!



LANSDOWNE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OFFICERS 

Laura Hammons, President 
Jeannine Webber, Vice President 

Jim Thompson, Treasurer 
Joe Kushick, Secretary 

Katrina Christoforidis, Personnel Manager 
Amy Thomas, Music Librarian
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Guest Performers

THE UPPER DARBY HIGH SCHOOL 
CHORAL PROGRAM is home to three 
ensembles with a total of 225 student 
singers, grades 9-12. Under the direction 
of Mr. Brian Boeshore, these student 
groups have performed a variety of repertoire in several venues. Students from 
these ensembles have been selected for PMEA district, region, all-state choirs, and 
national choirs. Across several trips, the UD Choirs have performed at Disney 
Springs, St. John the Divine in New York City, and the Empire State Building. 
Additionally, the top choir, Encore Singers, was selected to perform at the 
Pennsylvania Music Education Conference in the Poconos last April. 

Mr. Brian Boeshore is in his fourth year conducting the 
choirs at Upper Darby High School. Mr. Boeshore grew up 
in central Pennsylvania, and received his Bachelor of Music 
in Music Education from Susquehanna University, after 
which he received his Master of Music in Voice Performance 
and Voice Science from Westminster Choir College in 
Princeton, NJ. 

Prior to teaching at Upper Darby School District, Mr. 
Boeshore taught 6th, 7th, and 8th grade choir in La Porte 
Independent School District outside of Houston, TX. While there, his choirs received 
superior and sweepstakes ratings at contest. In his time at Upper Darby High 
School, Mr. Boeshore has grown the size and skill of the concert choir, taking several 
students to PMEA festival, and receiving invitations to perform with his groups 
around the community and beyond.



 
The generosity of our subscribers and concertgoers is vital to the  
success of the Orchestra. Please help us to continue providing the  
exceptional performances to our community by making a donation  
to the Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

All the players and the Board are volunteers, and so we rely on  
ticket sales, grants, and donations to keep us performing. 

Three convenient ways to contribute: 
• Online at LansdowneSO.org 

• Cash, check, VISA or MasterCard  
at our LSO table in the lobby at concerts, or by donation envelope. 

• Mail form to: Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra, PO Box 184, Lansdowne, PA 19050

The LSO 
Appreciates 
Your Support 

m Contributor ($5 – $49)        m Benefactor ($50-$99)        m Patron ($100-$499)         

m Champion ($500-$999)      m Angel ($1,000+)    
 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: ______________ 

Email: ______________________ Phone:  

 

__  I am enclosing a check payable to: Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra or 
 

Donations via Credit Card can be made online through our website at 
https://lansdowneso.org/supporting-the-lso/



Regional venues:

Adults $40 ($30 advance)
Seniors (65+) $30 ($25 advance)

Students $10 at all times
Kimmel Center: $30 - $75

20252025
20262026ConcertConcert3939SeasonSeason

A Thrilling Musical ExperienceA Thrilling Musical Experience
Concert Season 39Concert Season 39  continues exciting classical music continues exciting classical music live performances live performances for allfor all  

Bach Fest
Camerata Ama Deus • Chamber Orchestra
Valentin Radu, piano
Sep 14 7 pm St Katharine of Siena Church, Wayne

Vivaldissimo
Camerata Ama Deus • Baroque Chamber Orchestra
Oct 11 7:30 pm St Martin-in-the-Fields, Chestnut Hill
Oct 12 7 pm St Katharine of Siena Church, Wayne

Mozart Coronation Mass + Symphony 40 
Ama Deus Ensemble • Soloists, Chorus & Orchestra
Nov 7 7:30 pm Kimmel Center, Philadelphia

Handel Messiah
Ama Deus Ensemble • Soloists, Chorus & Baroque Orchestra
Dec 5 7 pm St Mark’s Church, Philadelphia
Dec 7 4 pm Daylesford Abbey, Paoli
Dec 19 7 pm Cathedral Basilica of Sts Peter & Paul, Philaelphia
Dec 21 4 pm St Katharine of Siena Church, Wayne

Renaissance Noël
Vox Renaissance Consort • Voices & Period Instruments
Dec 13 7:30 pm St Martin-in-the-Fields, Chestnut Hill 
Dec 14 4 pm Great Hall, Bryn Mawr College

Beethoven Emperor
Ama Deus Ensemble • Symphony Orchestra
Peter Donohoe, piano
Jan 23 7:30 pm Kimmel Center, Philadelphia

Winter Soirée
Peter Donohoe, piano
Jan 25 4 pm Church of the Good Samaritan, Paoli

VoxAmaDeus.org • 610.688.2800VoxAmaDeus.org • 610.688.2800
EnsembleArtsPhilly.org • 215.893.1999EnsembleArtsPhilly.org • 215.893.1999



HOFF COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
hoffcommunications.com

Sending our sincere appreciation to the  
Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra  
for bringing yet another wonderful  

season of music to our community.

LANSDOWNE  
O R C H E S T R A  

symphony  

Sunday, December 7, 2025

2025-2026 Concert Season   
 

P.O. Box 184 

Lansdowne, PA 19050 

484-466-5154 

www.lansdowneso.org 

LANSDOWNE  
O R C H E S T R A  

symphony  
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