





THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
FEBRUARY 11TtH, 1996

The Board of Directors, the Music Director and members of the
Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra are pleased to present this
50th Anniversary Concert at the Lansdowne Presbyterian Church.
We thank the Pastor, Rev. William H. Stone and the Session of
the Church for their part in making this concert possible. This
Commemorative Program contains a glimpse of our history during

these 50 years of continuous performance in Lansdowne.

BOROUGH OF LANSDOWNE

BOROUGH HALL John J. Rankin, Jr.
12 EAST BALTIMORE AVENUE L
LANSDOWNE. PENNSYLVANIA 19050-2287 R. J. Robinson, 3rd

Manager and Secretary

(610)623-7300

P R O C LAMATI ON

WHEREAS, The Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra was organized in 1946 to present
quality symphonic programs of classical music for the bemefit and
enjoyment of the residents of Lansdowne and surrounding
commmities, and

WHEREAS, The Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra is celebrating its Fiftieth
Anniversary season;

WHEREAS, The Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra has performed Lansdowne for
f£ifty continuous seasons and has enriched the cultural life of the
Borough as well as commmicating to many people that Lansdowne is a
commmity where fine artistic talent is appreciated;

WHEREAS, The Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra has provided the youth and adult:
of our community an opportunity to increase their musica
through and in the

e R Y & Symphony Orchestra Association

NOW, THEREFORE,
proclaim 1995- 1996 as the Lansdowne Synphmy Orchestra's nfneth Anniversary
Season and encourage the citizens of Lansdowne to recognize tI
mlestone and continue their support of this outstanding nrq-mnnm

LANSDOWNE, PENNSYLVANIA 19050
This 20th day of September, 1995 HENRI ELKAN
A PROCLAMATION:

QT
e
4 Music Director
LANSDOWNE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA'S 25th ANNIVERSARY
Hofor soka b amban, 3. ¥ i

Whereas The Lansdome Smphony Orchestre wes organized
1946 and has continued since that date
nrrom goucerts for the enjoyuent end oot
32 oitizens of this area; and

Secretary/ R.’J. Robinson; 3rd

Wnereas This Orchiestra has proved to be @ meens by
many of the youth and adults of our
ommnlcy;und nearby communities have been
blo to iacresss their misical sxperience and
apnv.ua- ‘through membership and participation
‘this Orchestra; and

Wiereas The ooncerte have provided a means of emter-
tatament end education for the music lovers
of our community;

Yow, therefore, I, William E. Helms, Mayor of th
of Lansdowne, proclain 1971-1972 i
ThoTansdowne. Synphony orehestrars 25t Anniver-
sary Season and encourage the public to contimue
its support of this outstending organization.

William E, Helms, Mayor
Borough of Lansdowne, Pa.




LANSDOWNE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

TERIAN CHURCH:
L PARTNERSHIP

For fifty years, Lansdowne Presbyterian Church and the
Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra have been affiliated in a unique
cultural partnership. The Orchestra was initiated in 1946 by Larry
Ustick, Music chairman of the Early Christians Men’s Bible Class. In
addition to supplying music for the Presbyterian Church, the orches-
tra’s purpose expanded to provide expression for those who wanted to
keep alive their participation in music. Raymond Mason ably led the
orchestra in its early years (1946-1950) and together with Larry saw
it grow in membership and community involvement. Mr. J. Edwin
Flannery, the Church historian and also a member of the Early
Christians Bible Class was a strong supporter of the Orchestra. The
Orchestra has performed for 50 continuous seasons and enriched the
cultural life of Lansdowne and surrounding communities.

The Symphony has been grateful for the continued support of
the Church in supplying Westminster Hall on Tuesday evenings for
rehearsals and providing other facilities for our receptions and other
social events. In 1987, during the 100th anniversary year of the
Church, the Symphony performed in the sanctuary, celebrating the
installation of our new organ.

As the Symphony celebrates its golden anniversary, we thank the
Pastor, the Session and mem-
bers of the congregation for
this unique partnership and
invite them to join with us in
this special commemorative

concert in the sanctuary.




A HALF-CENTURY OF
MUSIC-MAKING

BY DR. JEROME WOODH

An outgrowth of the efforts of Larry Ustick and the Men’s Bible
Class of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansdowne, the Lansdowne
Symphony Orchestra traces its origins to 1946. Raymond Mason
conducted the group’s first public concert on May 22, 1947, leading
the 34 member orchestra in a program of 19th-century classical
works, as well as traditional and American pieces—a varied musical
offering which would continue to be characteristic of the ensemble.
There was uncertainty at first, as to whether the orchestra should
have a denominational or broader identity; between 1950 and 1951,
its name changed from Lansdowne Community Church Orchestra
to Presbyterian Men’s Orchestra. ﬂ

By January 1952, the wider orientation prevailed, giving rise to

the Lansdowne Community Orchestra, which then presented annual
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spring and winter concerts. In accordance with the desired commu-
nity orientation, the orchestra moved its concerts from church set-
tings to the Lansdowne High School early in 1952. Further defining
its aims, the group decided by March 1955, to call itself a symphony
orchestra.

A major turning point in the orchestra’s history occurred in the
1955-56 season with the appointment of the accomplished violist
and violinist Henri Elkan, who would serve for 25 years as Music
Director and Conductor. More elaborate concert programs and the
addition of program notes reflected increased professionalism, as did
the frequent appearance of guest artists with the orchestra. (Over the
years these have included the renowned pianists Susan Starr and
Natalie Hinderas, cellist Samuel Mayes, and soprano Wilhemina
Fernandez). The orchestra sought greater outreach to the community
through much-augmented advertising subscriptions for the concert
programs, the establishment of an orchestra association in 1955, as
well as a Women’s Auxiliary, in existence by November of the follow-
ing year. In this period, moreover, the orchestra announced a special
concern: “to develop music appreciation by our young people” and,
accordingly, presented the first Children’s Concert on March 31,
1957, thus increasing to four the number of annual Lansdowne
Symphony Orchestra concerts. Occasional Youth Concerts followed
the first one in March 1962.

From the 1980-1981 season to 1991, the orchestra Music
Director was pianist Jacques Voois, trained at the Oberlin and
Peabody conservatories and in Paris. He revitalized artistic perfor-
mance through improved rehearsal techniques, and attracted new
young and capable players to the orchestra. He conducted the
orchestra at Earth Day ceremonies at the United Nations Center in




New York in 1983, performing the third movement of
Rachmaninoff’s “Piano Concerto, No. 2” with Michael Fardink,
a young New York City pianist as soloist.

The appointment of Irving Ludwig as Music Director and
Conductor before the 1991-1992 season brought a new lustre to the
orchestra’s already shining reputation. Ludwig’s selection followed a
season of auditions of guest conductors. A native Philadelphian,
Ludwig received his training at the Settlement Music School and
began his professional career at age 18 with the National Symphony
Orchestra in Washington, D.C. where he remained for two years
before returning to his hometown. For 30 years a violinist with the n
Philadelphia Orchestra, Ludwig brings to the Lansdowne ensemble
an insistence on first-rate musicianship. Under this influence the
sound and attack of the orchestra improved significantly.

Over the years the Lansdowne Symphony Orchestra has offered
its audiences not only the classics of symphonic music but lighter
works as well. From time to time, it has joined with local choral
groups to present such diverse works as Verdi’s “Requiem,” Johann
Strauss’ “Die Fledermaus,” Gilbert and Sullivan’s “The Gondoliers,”
and the popular songs of Cole Porter. The spring 1995 concert at the
Media Theatre for the Performing Arts attracted a large audience and
publicized the orchestra’s excellence—it has been critically acclaimed
as the best community orchestra in the Delaware Valley—to a broad-
er constituency. Mindful of its roots, the orchestra plans a chamber
concert at the Lansdowne Presbyterian Church where it began and

has rehearsed for the past 50 years.



THE CONDUCTORS
OF THE LANSDOWNE Y
ORCHESTRA

Raymond Mason
Conductor, 1946-1950

An outgrowth of the efforts of Laurence Ustick and the Men’s Bible
Class of the First Presbyterian Church of Lansdowne, the Lansdowne
Symphony Orchestra traces its origins to 1946. Mr. Mason was the
first director, bringing the group a long way musically. He conducted
the group’s first public concert on May 22, 1947, leading the 34
member orchestra in a program of 19th century classical works, as
well as traditional and popular American pieces—a varied musical
offering which would continue to be a characteristic of the ensemble.
Members of other churches joined the group which was known as
the Lansdowne Community Church Orchestra.

Clarence Mayer
Conductor, 1950-1952
Mr. Mayer, French Horn, a member of the Philadelphia
Orchestra gave the Lansdowne Community Church Orchestra a
professional’s concept of their work. As a result of his foresight, the
first concert was held in the Lansdowne High School auditorium.
Previous to this, the performances of the group had been confined to
the various churches of Lansdowne and charitable organizations such
as the Presbyterian Home for the Aged on City Line. During this

time, the orchestra was renamed the Presbyterian Men’s Orchestra.




Harry Mitchell
Conductor, 1952-1953
Mr. Mitchell introduced professional per-
B formers for the first time as drawing cards.
During that year, Miss Carol Abbott, daugh-
ter of the principal of Lansdowne High
School, played the Greig A Minor Piano
__ Concerto, accompanied by the Orchestra.

Reflecting this broader orientation, the name

was changed again to Lansdowne Community Orchestra. As the

scope and influence of the Orchestra in the community broadened, -
ladies were drawn into the group and Mrs. Ellen Taxis became

one of the first women to play with the orchestra (violin).

Felix Molzer
Conductor, 1953-1955
Felix Molzer, on a student visa from F._

Vienna, and on a musical good will tour to the %
United States, came to Lansdowne through
contacts with Mrs. Elizabeth Brumbaugh and
her husband John. His dynamic leadership and
broad symphonic background in Europe, as

well as the United States, provided the impetus

for such musical excellence that the group
attained the large membership and balanced instrumentation to qual-
ify as a symphony orchestra. The name thus became the Lansdowne

Symphony Orchestra.



Henri Elkan
Conductor, 1955-1980
A major turning point in the orchestra’s

history occurred in the 1955-56 season, with

the appointment of the accomplished violist
and violinist Henri Elkan—who would lead the orchestra with dis-
tinction for 25 years—as Musical Director and Conductor. More
elaborate concert programs and the addition of program notes
reflected increased professionalism, as did the frequent appearance of
guest artists with the orchestra. (Over the years, these have included
the renowned pianists Susan Starr, Natalie Hinderas, and Don
Alexandre Feder, cellist Samuel Mayes and Lorne Munroe, bass
Roger Scott, soprano Wilhelmina Fernandez.) Greater outreach to
the community was accomplished through much-augmented adver-
tising, subscriptions for the concert programs, and the establishment
of an orchestra association in 1955, as well as a Women’s Auxiliary,
in existence by November of the following year. In this period,
moreover, the orchestra announced a special concern “to develop
music appreciation by our young people,” and accordingly, presented
the first Children’s Concert on March 31, 1957. The Young Artists
concerts were established in 1961, providing
an opportunity for student audition winners

to perform as soloists with the orchestra.

Jacques Voois
Music Director and
Conductor, 1980-1991
Jacques Voois, pianist, trained at the
Oberlin and Peabody Conservatories and in

Paris, led the orchestra for eleven years. He














































